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Dear readers, 


Ever since the Associated Schools Project (ASP) was launched 
by UNESCO in 1953, particular importance has been placed on 
the study of foreign languages and a deep knowledge and 
appreciation of other countries and cultures. 


In recent years, there has been a tendency to begin foreign 
language teaching at an earlier age and several institutions 
participating in the ASP are successfully teaching a second 
language at the pre-school level. Another tendency is to diver- 
sify foreign language teaching so as to teach languages from 
many different parts of the world as well as those languages 
spoken in a given community. 


In the 1980’s two important ASP workshops were held on 
international understanding through foreign language teaching 
which are organized by the German Commission for UNESCO 
(Federal Republic of Germany) and which resulted in a Hand- 
book on Foreign Language Teaching as a Means for Interna- 
tional Understanding (see the Publications section). The hand- 
book stresses, inter alia, how the study of world concerns such 
as development, the environment, human rights and intercultu- 
ral understanding can be enhanced through foreign language 
teaching. 


For a number of years, the Polish National Commission for 
UNESCO has successfully organized foreign language sum- 
mer camps for Polish ASP students, to which teachers and 
students from abroad are invited to attend as resource persons. 
An article on their initiative is published in this issue of our 
bulletin and we hope that it might serve as an example to be 
followed by others. 


UNESCO has also launched a new programme, LINGUAPAX, 
aimed at enhancing the teaching of languages and literature 
(see second feature article) which opens new horizons for 
educators, researchers and teachers to further mutual under- 
standing and co-operation. 


We are keen to receive your views and ideas on promoting 
international education through the teaching of foreign 
languages. 


The Editor 
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Published texts may be freely reproduced and translated (ex- 
cept when reproduction and translation rights are reserved), 
provided that mention is made of the author and source. A 
voucher copy should be sent to the Editor, International Under- 
standing at School. 


Signed articles and quoted materials are the responsibility of 
the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the 
Secretariat. 
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